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Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's Peace and Blessings be upon him)  

said, “Surely! Everyone of you is a guardian and is responsible for his 

charges” (Reported by al-Bukhari). Man is the guardian of his family 

(household) and is responsible for his subjects; a teacher is the guardian 

of his students and is responsible for them and the headmaster is the 

guardian of his school and is responsible for his subjects. Likewise, the 

directors of departments, directorates and sectors are guardians and are 

responsible for their subjects in the fields of education, health, 

cleanliness, environment, agriculture, and other walks of life. If we 

applied this principle, we would turn negligence into an achievement.  

Just as we demand concerted efforts of all national institutions and 

enactment deterrent laws necessary to confront terrorism, we demand the 

same strong determination to confront negligence and deter the negligent. 

If we have paid due respect to the sacredness of the human soul and 

understood what this sacredness entails, we would never shed the blood 

of a human being neither by negligence nor by terrorism. Likewise, if we 

came to know that wealth belongs to Allah, that public and private funds 

must be preserved and maintained, that the public funds are a trust in the 

hands of those who manage, use or invest them, that we are responsible 

for these funds, and that the feet of the servants shall not pass the bridge 

on the Day of Resurrection until they are asked about them, we would 

preserve them whether they belong to us or to someone else.  

If the Sharī‘ah rules prohibit us from excessiveness and 

wastefulness, as Allah describes the wasteful as the brothers of devils: 

“Indeed, the wasteful are brothers of the devils, and ever has Satan been 

to his Lord ungrateful” (the Qur‘ān, 17: 27), we should keep a great 

distance away from negligence and carelessness because the punishment 

associated with them is severe. Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's Peace 

and Blessings be upon him) forbade talking too much about others and 

wasting wealth, i.e. to waste it in other than its due channels by means of 

excessiveness, wastefulness, carelessness or negligence. 

We need to change the culture of indifference, whether by raising 

the awareness of people and wakening the religious deterrent and the 

national sense or by enacting deterrent laws and imposing harsh 

punishments that deter all corrupters in the earth. Negligence is a form of 

corruption and “Allah does not like corruptors” (the Qur‘ān, 2: 205). 

There are certain things we may see insignificant while they are in 

fact serious and may cause considerable dangers or terrible troubles. 



Leaving lamp-posts turned on daytime is an act of negligence and waste 

of energy and funds that the society badly needs.  

Likewise, excessive use of water and not clearing watercourses 

waste water resources. The same applies to things left without 

maintenance and whose maintenance is easy while the danger that results 

from the lack of maintenance is terribly grave, such as unprotected 

electrical wires, leaving the drains uncovered or not carrying out regular 

maintenance of the tires and brakes of cars, the sideview mirrors or the 

driving mirror or leaving the car glass cracked or not taking the necessary 

safety measures in equipment and industries. All of these things may 

cause a terrible danger that can be easily avoided if we got rid of 

negligence and indifference. 

The most dangerous forms of negligence are to evade the 

responsibility with which Allah entrusted human beings. Leading and 

administrative positions are no longer easy in a country that does not 

afford the luxury of time of funds. This positions are a trust and they will 

be a cause of disgrace and remorse on the Day of Resurrection except for 

the one who takes them up with a full sense of responsibility and fulfills 

what is entrusted to him.  

The bad consequences of negligence are exacerbated by the effects 

of drugs and intoxicants, which veil minds, exhaust bodies and cause a 

state of weakness, delirium and indifference. Drugs are the mother of 

evils, because if one's mind has been veiled and he became a drug addict, 

he would try by all means to get money to buy these drugs even if he 

assaulted his near relatives and in some cases it reached the crime of 

murder. Some newspapers and websites published the story of that human 

wolf who tried to rape his old mother because his mind was veiled. 

This grave danger requires the whole society to seriously confront 

negligence and the negligent as well as drug dealers from the youngest 

distributor to the largest importer who risks the minds of our people and 

the future of our country. The religious, cultural, educational and media 

institutions should efficiently play their role in this regard side by side 

with the security, inspection and judicial institutions. We should be aware 

that the person who loses his mind poses danger to people's lives, honor 

and property and that the physician sometimes has to amputate a part or a 

limb of the body to save the life of the whole body. Moreover, man may 

deal harshly with some of his children whom he loves to bring them up in 

a correct manner as in the saying of the Arab poet: 

And he was harsh to deter them and whoever is resolute, 

let him sometimes deal harshly with whom he cares for. 

The right of country and society to feel safe and secure is given 

priority over any other consideration. However, the security that we seek 

to achieve shall not be partly provided to the exclusion of others; it shall 



be provided for the whole society. If everybody does the best to provide 

security for the society, he will find thousands and millions providing him 

with security and if he works hard to the benefit of society, millions of 

people will work hard for his benefit.  

On the contrary, if a person neglects duties and others neglect theirs, 

negligence will turn into a prevailing attitude, destructive to the whole 

society. The old proverb says, "Deal with people as you like them deal 

with you." Another proverb advises, "Do whatever you like, as you treat 

others, so you will be treated." Nevertheless, it is the responsibility of the 

society to reform those who act against their own interests as Allah 

restrains and prevents through authority what He does not through the 

Qur‘ān. 


