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The friend we look for is the one described by Mustafa Sadiq al-

Rafi„i (may Allah rest his soul in peace) in his saying: 
“He is the one that you feel, when absent, that you miss a part of you, because 

he is of you and he is not to deceive you like a snake or a fox or to hide himself 

from you like a hedgehog. Fake friends only appear after hard times end, 

because they are like flies that only fall on honey.” The aspired friend is the one 

described by Imam al-Shafi„i (may Allah rest his soul in peace) in the following 

lines of poetry:  

A true friend will always stand by you, 

Yet, he is willing to face troubles because of helping you. 

And if you get into troubles, he is perfectly willing to sacrifice everything 

for your benefits. This is unlike the friend described by the Omani poet 

and Judge Abu Surur in the following lines: 
Why, though you were my friend, do you forsake me in open ingratitude  

I thought you would be my help at hard times and trouble  

When revealing to you the afflictions I suffer but you availed me but little 

However, when you are assured that I got a high state, 

You would come to congratulate..  

strange indeed is your way in content and ingratitude  

Love lies in hearts but its facts appeared at hard times  

A man was asked, "Who are your friends?" He replied, "I do not know." 

It was said to him, "Why?" He replied, "Because I am not living in 

hardship and if I suffered hardships, I would recognize my enemy from 

my friend, because it is hardships that distinguish true friends from others 

and this is why it was said that a friend in need is a friend indeed. The 

poet said: 
May Allah reward hardship with all good 

because it enabled me to recognize my friend from my enemy. 

Another poet said: 
People, I see, are inclined to the one who owns gold 

But he who has no gold, people are disinclined to him 

People, I see, are in hurry to the one who owns silver 

But he who has no silver, people are disinclined to him 

People, I see, are inclined to the one who owns money 

But he who has no money, people are disinclined to him 

A third poet said: 
The rich man of a people is greeted with salutation, while they rarely 

greet the poor. 

Shall not they be equal in terms of death, when they die and buried in 

graves. 

The Arabic word sadīq "friend" is derived from a root rich with the 

meaning of truthfulness. Your friend is the one who tells you the truth 



publicly and secretly at all times and loves for you what he loves for 

himself and dislikes for you what he dislikes for himself. Our Prophet 

Muhammad (may Allah's peace and Blessings be upon him) said, “None 

of you will have faith till he wishes for his brother what he likes for 

himself” (Reported by al-Bukhari). He also says, “Whoever possesses the 

following three qualities will have the sweetness (delight) of faith: a) the 

one to whom Allah and His Messenger becomes dearer than anything 

else; b) who loves a person and he loves him only for Allah's sake; c) 

who hates to revert to disbelief as he hates to be thrown into the fire" 

(Reported by al-Bukhari).  

He (may Allah's peace and Blessings be upon him) also says, 

"Seven people will be shaded by Allah under His shade on the day when 

there will be no shade except His. They are: 

- A Just ruler  

- A young man who has been brought up in the worship of Allah, 

(i.e. worship Allah (Alone) sincerely from his childhood) 

- A man whose heart is attached to the mosque (who offers the 

five compulsory congregational prayers in the mosque)  

- Two persons who love each other only for Allah's sake and they 

meet and part in Allah's cause only  

- A man who refuses the call of a charming woman of noble birth 

for an illegal sexual intercourse with her and says: I am afraid of 

Allah 

- A person who practices charity so secretly that his left hand 

does not know what his right hand has given (i.e. nobody knows 

how much he has given in charity) 

- A person who remembers Allah in seclusion and his eyes get 

flooded with tears." (This tradition is agreed upon). 

It is narrated that “a person visited his brother in another town and 

Allah deputed an Angel to wait for him on his way and when he came to 

him he said: Where do you intend to go? He said: I intend to go to my 

brother in this town. He said: Have you done any favor to him (the 

repayment of which you intend to get)? He said: No, excepting this that I 

love him for the sake of Allah, the Exalted and Glorious. Thereupon he 

said: I am a Messenger to you from Allah (to inform you) that Allah loves 

you as you love him (for His sake)” (Reported by Muslim).  

Allah says in the divine tradition, “My love is due to those who 

love one another for My sake, meet one another for My sake and visit one 

another for My sake.” (Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad). Our Prophet 

Muhammad (may Allah's peace and Blessings be upon him) said, “For 

those who love one another for the sake of My Glory, there will be seats 

of light on the Day of Resurrection, and they will be envied by the 

martyrs” (Reported by al-Hakim in his Mustadrak). The best relationships 



and friendships are the ones that are sincere for the sake of Allah and are 

based on love, amiability, humanity, altruism, magnanimity, values and 

good manners away from all kinds of detestable selfishness and 

opportunism. 

 

 

 


