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The relationship of countries’ capitals with national borders is that of 

integration, and not conflict, and it should not be of conflict. Simply, any country 

cannot do without a capital as heart and center, or borders which represent the wings 

by means of which the country proceed. However, the center of any country in many 

of the world countries captures full attention. Precedents and realities confirm that the 

centers of countries capture the highest levels of attention throughout history. 

However, the level of this attention differs from developed countries to 

underdeveloped ones. In fact, the developed countries can in no way neglect a part of 

its borders; be it land or people, disregard it, leave it liable to loss and attack, or even 

think of creating chaos or separatism. A poet once entered upon ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abd al-

‘Aziz (may Allah be pleased with him) and said: 

In case you safeguard the capital of the state where you live, 

be noted that your governors in the different towns are like wolves. 

They will not react to what you call for, 

unless you hit their necks with swords. 

Yet, the development of border areas of a country is not the responsibility of the 

government or political leadership alone. The development of these areas is the joint 

responsibility of all national institutions including the governmental institutions, non-

governmental organizations, businessmen, Ministries of Investment, Education, 

Health, Housing, Culture, Awqaf, Monuments, and all other ministries and authorities 

as well as the social service associations and patriotic businessmen.  

They all should devote special attention to all peripheral areas in general, and 

the border areas in particular as their first priority and a national security issue and 

developmental issue. In this regard, we should turn all national borders' areas into 

population-attracting areas, and population-losing areas. This is because in case a 

country did not pay attention to its border areas, the citizens of these areas would be 

obliged to move to the center and settle therein, the matter which puts tremendous 

pressure on the center and its suburbs and creates in many cases slums around it. It 

also contributes to creating a class system that produces by the passage of time social 

diseases and problems that need unconventional solutions.  

On the contrary, the country's keen interest in making investments in its border 

areas, providing their citizens with the necessary services, including housing, health, 

education, culture, and all services required for having a stable life in their homeland, 

as well as providing opportunities for work and production, all of these things would 

give the people of these areas a sense of belonging to their land and, therefore, they 

would do their best to protect it motivated by their absolute national loyalty and 

belonging. 

If the elements of attraction, work incentives and significant investment are 

afforded in these areas, as the case of the state’s current interest in the areas of Sinai, 

Matrouh, New Ismailia, Halayeb and Shalatin, New Valley and desert areas in 

general, these areas will turn into attractive areas creating an appropriate balance in 

the geographical and demographical distribution, providing a decent life for the 

citizens of these areas and alleviating the pressure placed on the center and the 

services provided to its citizens. In addition, the nature of capitals and political and 

economic centers in the whole world requires a level of progress which makes them 

tourist attractions and symbols of the peoples' civilization, greatness and progress. 


