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Work and Hope In High Aim  
Jumu'ah Mukhtar Muhammad Dr. rof.P 

Awqaf of Minister The 
Life is filled with hopes. Never lose hope in life, since the loss of 

hope deprives life of its very meaning. A wise person finds good 
solutions for all problems or at least tries his best to overcome 
impediments whereas a fool sees no way out as each solution seems a 
baffling puzzle replete with intricate obstacles. Since the authentic 
Sharia never contradicts the sound reason; since all Sharia laws aim to 
secure the welfare of humankind, the scholars considered despair and 
dispiriting people of God's mercy as grave major sins. Ibn 'Abbas (may 
God be pleased with him) reported that a man asked God's Messenger 
about the major sins. In response, the Prophet (may God's Peace and 
Blessings be upon him) said, "Associating anyone with God (in Lordship 
or Worship), losing hopes' of God's Spirit and feeling despair of God's 
Mercy. I guarantee her/him paradise s/he whom God saves from these 
imperfections" 

Relating the account of Ibrahim (Abraham, may God's peace be 
upon him) and his talks with the angels when they gave him the good 
news of Ishaaq (Isaac, may God's peace be upon him), God (may He be 
Exalted and Glorified) says, “He said, “Do you give me glad tidings, 
though being great (with years) has touched me? (i.e., I am an old man) 
Of what do you give me glad tidings?” They said, “We have given you 
glad tidings with the truth, so do not be of the ones who are 
despondent.” He said, “And who is despondent of the mercy of his Lord 
excepting the erring?” (the Quran, 16: 54-56).  

Similarly, Ya‘qub (Jacob, may God's peace be upon him), after long 
years of losing his son Yusuf (Joseph, Peace be upon him) addresses his 

children saying, “O my sons, go and inquire about Yu suf and his brother, 

and do not despair of God's relief; surely none despairs of God's relief 
except the disbelieving people”, (the Quran, 12:87).  

God also says, (may He be Exalted and Glorified), “Say, (This is 
addressed to the Prophet) “O My bondmen who have been extravagant 
against themselves, (i.e., who have committed sins) do not feel 
despondent of God's mercy! Surely God forgives guilty (deeds) all 
together; surely He, Ever He, is The Ever-Forgiving, The Ever-Merciful”, 
(the Quran, 39: 53). 
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A sinner should not lose hope of God's forgiveness, for God opens 
wide ways for repentance; according to the Qudsi Hadith, the Prophet 
(may God's Peace and Blessings be upon him) related that God said, “O 
child of Adam, as long as you invoke Me and ask of Me, I shall forgive 
you for what you have done, and I shall not mind... O child of Adam, 
were you to come to Me with sins nearly as great as the Earth, and were 
you then to face Me, ascribing no partner to Me, I would bring you 
forgiveness nearly as great as it [too]” (Related by Al-Tirmidhi). 

No patient should lose hope of recovery no matter how serious 
her/his disease may be; s/he should rather seek the good means to cure 
and place all hopes in God. In this regard, Job (God's peace be upon him) 
is exemplary as God (may He be Exalted) says, “And remember when 
Job called out to his Lord, (saying), "Adversity has touched me and You 
are The Most Merciful of the merciful". Then, We responded to him; We 
lifted off the adversity that was upon him and brought him his family 
and the like of them with them, a mercy from Our Providence and a 
Reminding to the worshipers”, (the Quran, 22: 83-84).   

Suffering the plight of sterility should not lead to hopelessness of 
God's mercy and gracious bounties. For instance, the wife of Abrahim 
(God's Peace be upon her) receiving the good news that the angels 
related to her, she was very old and thus, “She said, 'O woe to me! Will I 
give birth and I am an old woman and this my husband is an aged man? 
Surely, this is indeed a wonderful thing. They said, 'Do you wonder at 
the Command of God? The Mercy of God and His blessings be upon you, 
O People of the Home! Surely He is Ever-Praiseworthy, Ever-Glorious”, 
(the Quran, 11: 72-73).  

Likewise, Zakariyyah (Zachariah, God's Peace be upon him) 
invoked His Lord saying, "He said, 'Lord! Surely the bones within me 
have become feeble, and my head is turned white with hoary hair and I 
have not been wretched in invoking you, Lord! And surely, I fear my 
patronized (relatives) beyond me and my wife is barren. So bestow 
upon me from very close to You a constant successor", (the Quran, 19: 
4-5). Soon, the divine response came: "O Zachariah, surely We give you 
good tidings of a youth whose name is John. No namesake have We 
given him earlier", (the Quran, 19: 7). When Zachariah said, "O Lord, will 
I have a youth, and age has already reached me and my wife is barren?” 
He (i.e. the angel) said, “Thus, God performs whatever He decides”, (the 
Quran, 3:40). The response came again, "He said , 'Thus (it will be) your 
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Lord has said. Simple is it for Me, and I already created you, earlier, and 
you were nothing", (the Quran, 19: 9).  

If you are short of money, be aware that the today's poor may be 
the tomorrow's rich and vice versa. Whenever God wills a thing for a 
servant, it comes true: "Surely His Command, if He wills a thing, is only 
to say to it, “Be!” and it is", (the Quran, 36: 82). God also says, 
"Whatever mercy God opens for mankind, then none can be holding it 
back; and whatever He holds back, then none can be sending it forth 
after Him; And He is The Ever-Mighty, The Ever-Wise", (the Quran, 35: 
2).  

Regardless of the hard moments you may suffer, hold fast to the 
way of God (may He be Exalted). When the conditions of life went very 
dark, Mary (may God's Peace be upon her) found no shelter from God 
except in Him saying, "Oh, would I had died before this and become a 
thing forgotten, completely forgotten", (the Quran, 19: 23). Relief and 
mercy soon came in God's Statement: "Then (one) called out to her 
from beneath her, “Do not grieve; Your Lord has already made beneath 
you a rivulet. And shake to you the trunk of the palm-tree (and) it will let 
fall ripe dates down on you, readily reaped. So eat and drink and 
comfort your eye, yet in case you ever definitely see any mortal, 
(Literally: any of the mortals) then say, “Surely I have vowed fasting to 
The All-Merciful, so I will never speak today to any human being", (the 
Quran, 19: 24-26). 

During Al-Ahzab (the Confederates) Battle, the polytheists 
blockaded the Muslims from all sides and to the Muslims' surprise, God's 
victory came from where they did not expect. Relating this account, the 
Quran tells: "O you who believe! Remember God's Favor to you, when 
there came against you hosts and We sent against them a wind and 
forces that you saw not. And God is Ever-Beholding of what you do. 
When they came upon you from above you and from below you, and 
when the eyes grew wild and the hearts reached to the throats, and you 
were harboring doubts about God. (10) There, the believers were tried 
and shaken with a mighty shaking (11)", (the Quran, 33: 9-11).  

Likewise, when the unbelievers cast Abraham (peace be upon him) 
to fire, it was God who saved him saying, "O fire, be coolness and peace 
upon Abraham!” And they would (devise) a plot against him; yet We 
made them the greatest losers", (the Quran, 21: 69-70). And, when the 
whale gobbled Jonah (peace be upon him), he besought God for help, so 
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God's Providence and Mercy were on the spot. God (may He be exalted) 

says, "And Thun-Nû n, (Jonah) as he went away angered. So he surmised 

that We should never have mastery over him. Then he called out in the 
darkness (saying), “There is no god except You. All Extolment be to You! 
Surely, I have been of the unjust.” So We responded to him and safely 
delivered him from suffering; and thus do We deliver the believers", (the 
Quran, 21: 87-88). 

It is an aspect of God's Mercy that He only questions us about the 
physical means we can, not about the results we cannot, as results lie 
only with Him (all Glory be His). If we do our jobs as best as we could and 
put our trust in God, He opens horizons of mercy wide for us in this life 
and in the Afterlife.  

'Umar ibn al-Khattab (may God be pleased with him) narrated that 
he heard God's Messenger (may God's Peace and Blessings be upon 
him) saying, "If you were to rely upon God as should be, then He would 
provide for you just as a bird is provided for, it goes out in the morning 
empty and returns full" (Reported by Ahmad). He (may He be Exalted) 
also says, "And whoever is pious to Allah, He will make for him a way of 
going out and will provide for him from where he does not (expectedly) 
reckon" (the Quran, 65: 2-3). He also says, "And whoever puts his trust in 
God, then He will be (enough) Reckoner for him. Surely, God is 
consummating His Command; God has already made determined 
estimate for everything" (the Quran, 65: 3). He (may He be Exalted) also 
says, "And whoever is pious to God, He will make for him, of His 
Command, easiness", (the Quran, 65: 4). He also says, "Will not God 
suffice His bondman? And they frighten you with the ones apart from 
Him, and whomever Allah leads into error, then in no way will he have 
any guide", (the Quran, 39: 36). 

However, it is vain to harbor empty hopes without serious work, as 
they will just be false hopes. Our master 'Umar ibn al-Khattab (may God 
be pleased with him) used to say, "You are not permitted to stay idle, 
doing nothing to make a living while praying God for sustenance; you 
should know the sky never rains gold or silver". The mere work even is 
not enough, for the work must be accurate and perfect. 'Aishah (may 
God be pleased with her) reported that the Prophet (may God's Peace 
and Blessings be upon him) said, "Surely, God loves that when anyone 
of you does a job, s/he should perfect it" (Reported by Abu Ya'la in his 
Musnad (Hadith Collection)). God also says, "Surely the ones who have 
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believed and done deeds of righteousness, surely We do not waste the 
reward of him who does fair deeds" (the Quran, 18: 30).  

Islam not only calls for work but ardently encourages perfect and 
qualitative work. 'Aishah (may God be pleased with her) reported that 
the Prophet (may God's Peace and Blessings be upon him) said, "Surely, 
God (may He be Exalted and Glorified) loves that when anyone of you 
does a job, s/he should perfect it" (Reported by al-Bayhaqi in Shu'ab al-
Iman). It is necessary to watch for God in open and hidden actions. 
Actually, it is difficult or even infeasible or impossible to assign a guard 
per person to observe or attentively watch their behavior and even if we 
can, the guards will be in need of other observers and so on. It is easier 
to bring up a principled human being with a living conscience pulsing 
with truth and defense of what is good. Such human being will watch 
for the One, Who neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him".  

Stressing the value and credit of work and production in the life of 
individuals and nations, Islam emphatically invites us to work until the 
last of our life's moments even if we do not expect to enjoy the good 
results of our work. It is reported on the authority of Anas ibn Malik 
(may God be pleased with him) that the Prophet (may God's Peace and 
Blessings be upon him) said, "If the Last Hour comes while you have a 
palm-cutting in your hands and it is possible to plant it before the Hour 
comes, you should plant it" (Reported by al-Bukhari in al-Adab al-
Mufrad).  

The Quran also calls for work and declares it an act of worship. In 
God's encouragement to observe the great act of Friday Prayers, He 
issued two equal commands: one to hasten to prayers and another to 
expedite for work after prayers. He (may He be Glorified) says, "O you 
who have believed, when it is called out for prayer on Friday, (the Day of 
Congregation), then endeavor (to hasten) to the Remembrance of Allah 
and leave out (your) sale. That is most charitable (i.e. best) for you, in 
case you know. So, when the prayer is accomplished, then spread 
abroad in the land, and seek of the Grace of Allah, and remember Allah 
much, that possibly you would prosper" (the Quran, 62: 9-10). When 
‘Irak ibn Malik (may God be pleased with him) finished the Friday 
Prayers, he used to stand at the door of the mosque and say: "O God, I 
have responded to Your Call, did your obligatory prayers and dispersed 
as You commanded me, so grant me sustenance out of Your Grace, for 
You are the best Provider" (Reported by Ibn Khatheer).  
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It is admittedly true that Islam encourages work and production, 
but Islam also condemns idleness, indolence and beggary. Evidently, 
they are vices that cause countries to decline and nations to fall. The 
Prophet used to seek refuge in God from helplessness and indolence. It 
is reported on the authority of Anas ibn Malik (may God be pleased with 
him) that the Prophet (may God's Peace and Blessings be upon him) 
said, "O God, I seek refuge in You from helplessness (to do good), 
indolence, cowardice, senility and miserliness. And I seek Your 
Protection against the torment of the grave and the trials of life and 
death", (Reported by Muslim). 

He (may God's Peace and Blessings be upon him) also urges hard 
work and dishearten from indolence and unemployment. Abu Hurayrah 
(may God be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may God's 
Peace and Blessings be upon him) said, "It is better for anyone of you to 
carry a bundle of wood on his back and sell it than to beg of someone 
whether he gives him or refuses", (Reported by al-Bukhari). Ibn 'Umar 
(may God be pleased with him and his father) said, "The Prophet (may 
God's Peace and Blessings be upon him) was asked about the best 
earning. In response, he said, "man's own work and every perfect sale 
contract (free from sins)" (Reported by Ahmad in Musnad and by al-
Tabarani in al-Mu'jam al-Kabeer).  

Al-Miqdam (may God be pleased with him) said, "The Prophet 
(may God's Peace and Blessings be upon him) said, "Nobody has ever 
eaten a better meal than that which one has earned by working with 
one's own hands. The Prophet of God, David used to eat from the 
earnings of his manual labor", (Reported by al-Bukhari). 

Abu Hurayrah (may God be pleased with him) reported that the 
Prophet (may God's Peace and Blessings be upon him) said, "Some sins 
are not atoned for by prayers, fasting, major pilgrimage (hajj) or minor 
pilgrimage ('Umrah). They said, what will atone for them proper, O 
Messenger of God? He said, "Concerns and sorrows in pursuit of one's 
living" (reported by al-Tabarani).  

Furthermore, Abu Hurayrah (may God be pleased with him) 
reported that the Prophet (may God's Peace and Blessings be upon him) 
said, "One who works hard to provide for a widow and the poor is like a 
striver in the cause of God, and I think he also said, 'He is like one who 
constantly stands for prayer and observes fast without breaking it", 
(Agreed upon: Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim).  
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All of these texts came to stress the importance of work and 
production. Only when all citizens work hard for sake of progress and 
renaissance producing food, drink, clothing, medicine, weapons, and 
other constituents of life can nations have actual freedom, self-
determination and independence. The only way to this achievement 
goes through knowledge, work and good planning, which will be in 
focus next Friday oration, God willing.   

 

 


