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Awqaf of Minister The 
As a matter of fact, the wisdom is the desired ultimate end of a 

true believer and s/he must work to the utmost of his/her ability to 
earn it. It is also necessary to ascribe the wisdom to its original 
sources, so we have to examine others' experiences to avail ourselves 
of what is good and beneficial and avoid what is harmful. There 
should not be the least arrogant empty claims of being the best of 
nations or masters of humankind forgetful or heedless of the fact that 
the master of the creation Prophet Muhammad (May God's Peace be 
upon him) warned us many times against the vain large, yet useless, 
numbers.  

Similarly, 'Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said, "Anyone whose work is not that good, his ancestral line will 
prove of little avail to him/her". In respect of non-Arabs, he also said, 
"By God, shall the non-Arabs do the good deeds and we do nothing, 
they will have the best claim to Prophet Muhammad than we have on 
the Day of Resurrection".  

Contemplating deeply on the secret behind the western progress 
reveals the fact that such progress was not randomly or accidentally 
obtained; rather it was the due outcome of serious devotion backed 
by hard and constant work. 
The causes of this progress may be summarized as follows:  

1. Work Respect and Value: It is amazing to see the Islamic teachings 
about work as really living practices in the life of advanced and 
developed nations. No place is there in work for favoritism or 
nepotism. Unfortunately, we ignore our Islamic teachings and the 
average per capita production is much less than the international 
rates. However, when the same individual travels abroad, s/he does 
his/her work as should be as if s/he is someone else, who is entirely 
different from the previous one. In truth, if s/he does the same 
serious work in any place, s/he will have his/her money blessed but 
it is a common dominant culture. Sheikh Muhammad 'Abdu rightfully 
observed, "When I visited Europe, I saw Islam but no Muslims and 
when I came back to Egypt, I saw Muslims but no Islam".  
The only way to renaissance and development must pass through 
and draw on serious work. The mere work is not enough, it is also 
necessary to perfect it. The Prophet (may God's Peace and Blessings 
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be upon him) said, "Surely, God loves that when anyone of you does a 
job, s/he should perfect it".  
He (may God's Peace and Blessings be upon him) said, "If the Last 
Hour comes while you have a palm-cutting in your hands and it is 
possible to plant it before the Hour comes, you should plant it".  
God also commands us to travel the world and work hard. He (may 
He be Exalted and Glorified) says, «… So walk in the paths thereof and 
eat of His provision», (the Quran, 67: 15). 

2. Time Respect: the value and respect of time are highly appreciated in 
Islam to the extent that God swears by it in several contexts of the 
Glorious Quran. Allah (may He be Exalted) says,  

- «By the Time», (the Quran, 103: 1) 
- «By the Dawn. And By the Ten Nights [the first ten nights of Dhu 

al-Hijjah (the 12th month in the Islamic calendar)]» (the Quran, 
89: 1-2). 

- «By the forenoon (after sunrise). And by the night when it 
darkens (and stand still)», (the Quran, 93: 1-2).  

- «By the sun and its brightness. By the moon as it follows it (the 
sun)», (the Quran, 91: 1-2).  

- The Prophet (may God's Peace and Blessings be upon him) said, 
«No servant will even move a step forward until s/he answers 
four questions: his/her lifetime and how s/he spent it; his/her 
youth and how s/he used it up; his/her wealth and how s/he 
earned and expended it; and his/her knowledge and how s/he 
applied it». 

Despite these instructions, we pay but little value and respect to the 
time; some are not punctual to their appointment as should be and 
we badly exploit allowances granted with no limits. Some even pay 
no attention whatever to their determined appointments and may 
become angry upon negotiating this issue with them. However, these 
lofty and high Islamic morals are actual realities in lives of most 
western people who fulfill them exactly and professionally. When I 
say "most western people", I only try to be on the safe side, but the 
fact is that all those I came to contact them during my journey to 
Paris were more punctual than the clock's hands. Their work 
deadlines are highly studied and professionally and wonderfully set 
in a remarkable exactness. What is odd there is not to be so. Such 
respect of time has become an intrinsic nature.  

3. Respect of the Other's Culture and Specificities regardless of the 
essence of culture or specificities. You feel that human beings there 
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are intellectually and culturally filled to the extent that they harbor 
no curiosity to intervene or intrude with others' affair. No attempts 
are there to approach the privacy or to know the details or even the 
generalities of others' lives. This is exactly our Islamic teaching that 
we overlook. The noble Prophet (may God's Peace and Blessings be 
upon him) said, "It is a sign of one's perfect Islam to keep away from 
issues outside his own affairs". Proverbially speaking, "Interfering 
with issues outsides a person's business lets him/her hear bad 
words".  

4. Patriotism: They work and build for the sake of their homeland. 
Observing the western community move unveils that a person works 
for his own welfare and for his homeland at the same time. An 
individual is a gear in a large well-designed and highly driven system 
working for the achievement of the national interests and aims. Such 
system endeavors to help these aims materialize through the 
shortest and least costly ways and to secure the greatest benefits in 
full recognition that achieving the national welfare will have its 
positive reflections on individuals as no one could enjoy success 
alone.  

Unluckily, we have many, who are not only reluctant to share 
building, but they also demolish what is built. Bitter and worse 
indeed is to use the name of religion in destruction shouldering one's 
sins and misdeeds on the religion while the religion is purely free 
from them. Were the religion to utter, it would declare full acquittal 
from such wrongdoings.  

In his speech before the conference on "Dangerous 
Consequences of Takfiri Thought and Issuing Fatwa Unknowingly on 
the National Interests and International Relationships" held by the 
Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs under the auspice of the Ministry 
of Awqaf last March, 2014, he said, "It is pitiful that manslaughters, 
terroristic activities and terrifying the innocent civilians take place in 
the name of Islam under loud shouts of takbeer (saying: Al-Hamdu 
lillah i.e. Praise be to Allah) and tahleel (saying: Allahu Akbar i.e. Allah 
is the Greatest)" as seen in the criminal operations of explosions, 
destruction and terrorism.  

Given the fact that some attempt to build, the destroying hands 
are quicker. The traditional Arab poet once said, "If behind every 
builder stands only one destroyer, it is enough [for destruction to 
prevail], what if behind every builder there are one thousand 
destroyers?"  
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Another poet also said, "How could the construction reach 
completion when you build and others destroy?" 

It is our duty to strictly stop the criminal, destroyers, 
highwaymen, terrorists and strikers who break down work and 
production. We should not be negative but have to stop injustice, 
aggression, recklessness and rebellion. The Prophet (may God's 
Peace and Blessing be upon him) said, "Help your Brother; be he a 
wrongdoer or is wronged. They said, "O Messenger of Allah, we know 
how to support him when he is wronged, but how to help him when 
he is the wrongdoer? The Prophet (may God's Peace and Blessing be 
upon him) said, "Stop him from wrongdoing" [restraining a Muslim 
from wrongdoing is a form of support], (Reported by Al-Bukhari).  

Allah (may He be Exalted) says, «And definitely do not think that 
Allah is heedless of what the unjust (ones) are doing; surely He only 
defers them to a Day (when) be holdings will glaze over; hurrying 
with their heads protruding, their glances not returning towards 
them, and their heart-sights (as) air», (the Quran, 14: 42-43).   

5. They respect their own civilization and we deform ours; they 

constantly magnify and appreciate their powers and capacities, being 

they scientific, materialistic or cultural. They also do good jobs in 

presenting and marketing them to make them appeal to others. on 

the contrary, many among us deny our civilization and disregard 

several of its basic characteristics. Some groups even misunderstand 

the religion and are reluctant to follow the right religious ethics and 

the lofty religious morals. Yet, they take the way of fanaticism, 

violence, extremism and terrorism as a result of misunderstanding 

and misinterpretation. At last, they present a deformed image of the 

tolerant lofty essence of the Islamic civilization.  

After all people used to admit the Islamic tolerance and open-

mindedness without the least debate, we became compelled to prove 

and argue for the naked fact that Islam is entirely free and in isolation 

from the criminal and terroristic activities. In truth, there is no 

relationship whatever between Islam and terrorism. Terrorism is not 

the offspring of a specific religion, culture, race or homeland.  

It seems as if we have to cry out: We are not terrorists! We are 

not that ugly as echoed in the image drawn by the fool extremists in 
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minds of many westerners. Heavier burdens are there to shoulder 

and we should exert unfailing endeavors to clear ourselves of these 

false claims thereto we have no connection. 

6. Planning, Systemization and Respect of Laws  

These meanings are part and parcel for any nation seeking 

progress and development; the justice must be equally for all without 

the least discrimination between the rich and the poor. All people of 

all political spectrum, social classes and different positions should be 

equal before justice and this is the foremost guaranty of social 

stability. One of the early Muslim ancestors once said, "God helps the 

just nation to prove triumphant even if it is a disbelieving nation and 

disgraces the unjust nation even if it is a Muslim nation".  

Planning and systemization are indispensably essential. It is said 

that a wise man may take a year planning but needs only a day or a 

week for perfect implementation. Conversely, an impudent person 

never thinks or plans and is always confused in implementation 

throughout his life.  


